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BOMET COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

 

THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

 

THE HANSARD 

Tuesday, 15th February, 2022 

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, 

Dr. Joyce Laboso Centre at 9:00 a.m. 

 

[Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui) in the Chair] 

PRAYER 

QUORUM 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Serjeant-at-arms, can you ring the quorum bell for 

10 minutes? 

(Bell rang for 10 minutes) 

(Hon. L. Ngeny rose on a point of order) 

Hon. L. Ngeny: Hon. Temporary Speaker, Sir, we have quorum. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Since we have quorum, we can now proceed.  

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

THE RELEASE OF A USSD CODE BY REGISTRAR OF POLITICAL PARTIES 
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Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Hon. Members, welcome to today’s session. We are 

all here because we are part of the political leadership. Since everyone here is sponsored by a 

political party, I bring to your attention that today there is a USSD code that has been launched for 

you to either migrate to a new party or retain your party. You can check your status. I would like 

to give at least one or two Members to comment on that since you are all members of a political 

party. Hon. Kirui. 

Hon. H. Kirui: Hon. Temporary Speaker, Sir, thank you. I appreciate the opportunity you’ve 

given us to discuss on this sensitive issue. As members of political parties, we are faced with 

challenges of migrating from one political party to another. As we get nearer to the nominations, 

we expect our people to also shift to the parties of their choice so as to exercise their constitutional 

right of electing their preferred candidates. 

(Hon. R. Serbai rose on a point of order) 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): What is your point of order Hon. Serbai. 

Hon. R. Serbai: Hon. Temporary Speaker, Sir, the communication from your chair is good. It is 

my opinion though, that we should discuss this matter at the Speaker’s ‘Kamukunji’. It is my prayer 

that we postpone this so that we can discuss it later. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Hon. R. Serbai, I have given a lee way for us to 

discuss this because it is in the public domain. This is something that was passed in the National 

Assembly. This is not a thing to be discussed in a ‘Kamukunji’. 

Hon. L. Ngeny, the floor is yours. 

Hon. L. Ngeny: Hon. Temporary Speaker, Sir, thank you. I wish to make it clear to the House that 

it is within our constitutional right, as citizen and as members of the County Assembly, to belong 

to any political party that anyone desires. To also discuss it, is within the law. We are proud even 

to sensitize our people that today the Registrar of Political Parties has currently allowed anyone to 

move from one political party to the other. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker, Sir, the issue of using E-Citizen to change political parties was not 

friendly to the old and the people markets. E-Citizen required one to have an email address and to 
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wait for some days before you’re are cleared. I can equate the new method of using ‘*509#’ to the 

children of Israel leaving Egypt. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker, Sir, it is important to sensitize our people that it is now possible to use 

their phones to migrate to their party of choice. The Political Parties Amendment Act that was 

passed recently requires one to be a member of a political party so as to participate in the 

nominations coming up in mid-April. The Members of this County Assembly; if there is a way, 

have to sensitize people so that these people can participate in the nominations. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker, Sir, since most of us will be coming back to this Assembly through 

political parties, I urge them to go talk to their people to migrate to their party of choice so that 

they can participate in the nominations. There is a timeline to all this. Our political parties need to 

request for registers from the registrar of political parties so that they can be used in their political 

primaries. 

For example, if the primaries are to take place on 20th April, I have seen somewhere that the 

requests by the political parties for certified copies of the registers should reach the Registrar of 

Political Parties two weeks before the party primaries day. That was the condition by the Registrar 

of Political Parties. 

However, our parties have to print the ballot papers and the process needs some time. If for 

instance, the deadline for the primaries is 28th February, 2022, the parties will need another two or 

three weeks to verify the information and get back to the aspirants who have given the wrong 

information. That will take about one month and around 28th March. Will between then and 

nominations day be sufficient to have our people migrate? 

Hon. Temporary Speaker, the best time is now. There is another hurdle by the Registrar of Political 

Parties. They need to produce a list for every polling station. Therefore, there is a need for us to 

urge our people to register as soon as possible. 

I recall in 2014, the Registrar of Political Parties opened a portal that enables verification of the 

membership status. Then, there were a lot of problems. Many members found out that they belong 

to different parties that they never registered for. So, we need to use the shortest time possible to 

register before the Pharaoh brings problems. 

Thank you. 



COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES     SECOND ASSEMBLY    SIXTH SESSION   FEBRUARY 15 MORNING, 

2022  

Disclaimer:  The Electronic Version of the Official Report is for informational purposes only. A certified copy  

can be obtained from the Hansard Editor.                   Page 5 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Hon. Maritim. 

Hon. Leader of Minority (Hon. A. Maritim): Thank you for this opportunity Hon. Temporary 

Speaker. I do not know who is the Pharaoh he is talking about. 

First, there was a statement by Hon. L. Ngeny that the Registrar of Political Parties sometimes 

back asked people to write to them if they wanted to change allegiance to the parties they are 

registered. However, the introduction of the e-citizen platform was not a way to deny members 

their registration to political parties. The procedure might have been tedious and therefore some 

were facing challenges. Therefore, the introduction of the USSD code *509# cannot be friendly to 

everyone. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker, the old people will be helped by their children or any person with the 

technical know-how. I am also aware that we are talking about the United Democratic Alliance 

(UDA). I am sure none of us here is a member of the UDA and especially the sitting Members of 

the County Assembly. therefore, it is high time to resign and join a party of your own choice. 

Personally, I am a Chama Cha Mashinani (CCM) member and my status is correctly reflected. 

However, we are striving to increase the membership. 

The majority of the MCAs here are still members of the Jubillee Party. The biggest challenge is I 

do not think whether the political parties have the capacity to handle this problem. In fact, 

Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) is struggling to register the voters and 

the said body has offices in all the sub-counties. Sometimes, they burn the midnight oil to come 

up with a conclusive register. Will the register include all the members that enlisted? Do political 

parties have enough staff to prepare all that information? Currently, there is a lot of movement 

from one party to another. Various rearrangements are also taking place. So, I think where the 

problem is, is how the political parties will handle this matter and produce a good register that can 

be used during the party primaries. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker, currently, there is a mass exodus and the problem is the time taken to 

produce the registers. Otherwise, with those who wish to resign, the time is now. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Hon. Kelong. 

Hon. R. Kelong: Hon. Temporary Speaker, the USSD introduced is a leeway to allow us to register 

members to various parties that they wish. It has been a challenge to try to get the easiest way to 
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transfer from one political party to another. Therefore, it is a good move. However, the only 

problem is that the window allows migration but does not place them to specific polling stations. 

The political parties will not be able to arrange these lists according to the polling stations. There 

is still a problem. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Hon. Maritim. 

Hon. D. Maritim: Hon. Temporary Speaker, I wish there was a good system for registering 

members. The exercise would have started in 2018. Apparently, there is a problem. Why introduce 

at the tail end of the General Elections year and there was a lot of time? Kenya is progressive 

country but in this one, she is retrogressing. I wish it were like the United Kingdom or the United 

States of America. If we were to progress, this exercise would have been introduced in 2014. 

In Kenya, every electioneering year there is a new party. It is like we are not sure whether in 2027, 

we shall have UDA Party still existing. If we were to progress, we would be like the USA where 

parties have their members and only renew their memberships they do it even without grant and 

say we have this candidate who is the best candidate. The positive side is that in a case where 

Chama Cha Mashinai Party wants to participate in the nominations of UDA and they come with 

negative issues then we shall support this candidate in UDA and this includes the party. For 

example, if engineer Mosonik has some followers in CCM but with the introduction of this system 

where members of a political party shall participate in nomination exercise for their respective 

parties alone during party primaries. 

Honorable Speaker we have been using e-citizen which has no difference with the USSD. We need 

to progress with the technology. They should give us information whether USSD is free or paid 

for in order to access the service. Honorable Speaker I think we are on the right track. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Hon. Serbai. 

Hon R. Serbai: Honorable Temporary Speaker, I have been following quiet a number of 

members of this County Assembly on this particular issue. I want to believe that a cow dies 

several times before the natural death comes. The introduction of USSD is a good thing. If there 

is any success regardless of any, then that success will never fail. 

There was a certain old man who was given milk and then he said this milk tastes bad. The milk 

was taken back. The milk was poured to a different glass and the same milk was taken to that 
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person and he enjoyed and said this milk is so sweet not knowing that it was the same milk 

served in a different glass. Hence therefore, be it e-citizen or USSD the most important thing is 

that you are operating from the party where you are to migrate to another party that you want to 

choose. We should not worry on the kind of work that is before other people. The only work that 

concerns us is our status as individuals. I believe when they were introducing this they had in 

mind that there is a mass movement from certain political party to another. The only worrying 

thing is if we are safe moving from one political party to another one. IEBC has several offices. 

In today’s newspaper the foreign envoys were worried about the elections of this country. They 

were assured that everything must be done to ensure that elections are done in a free and fair 

way. In my own thinking, if you are migrating from party A to party B then as an individual you 

must follow and fulfill all the necessary requirements. Back at home members should inform 

their electorates that this is a new system where you can use to move from this party to the next 

party. Our competitors are trying to register their supporters in UDA. For instance, if you are 

competing with Honorable Kelong then I will be recruiting members to UDA knowing that they 

are my supporters so that when it comes to nominations I will win. Let us not worry about USSD 

registration because it is not affecting our county alone. We have not reached the level that quiet 

a number of members are talking about. We cannot equate Kenya with USA. We cannot say this 

should have been introduced in 2014 or 2018. Who knew that one time UDA will be formed?  

Handshake changed everything. I urge every member to do the right thing as required by the 

party. Members, let us do the recruitment. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Honorable Serbai you should address members 

through the Speaker. Hon. Leonard Kirui. 

Hon. L. Kirui: Honorable Temporary Speaker, I was almost rising on a point of order when 

honorable Serbai was contributing. We do not assume and say it is not affecting Bomet only 

because we are the leaders elected to defend the constitution. If there is anything unfair then it is 

a high time we air out. The process of registration of members to various political parties 

contributes to the ability to vote for a leader. It has been stipulated in the constitution that 

everybody has the right to choose a leader. During nominations everybody should be given an 

opportunity to vote. It is not only those who got an opportunity to be registered. The problem 

here is that we are challenging the procedures of how you can easily move to a political party of 

your choice. I want to pick the point Leader of Minority has raised whereby we are comparing an 
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office of Registrar of Political Parties and the IEBC. IEBC is an independent body like registrar 

of political parties. IEBC has resources given by the government so as to exercise their duties. 

We are here introducing a situation whereby before you go to elections you go through 

nominations. If this situation is not handled well, then most members will come as independent 

candidates. If you deny 70% of the people to vote during nominations, then you tell them the 

30% have elected leader A and they will protest and say this is a product for own. So they will 

need their candidate and may be their candidate could be somebody coming from an independent 

whereby he/she has not gotten an opportunity to pass through nomination and definitely Hon. 

Temporary Speaker, many parties will lose. So Hon. Temporary Speaker, this is something that 

we need not to rush and say that it is affecting everyone. We need to see whether this thing is 

free and fair.  

To my observation, I can say registrar of political parties has no capacity at the moment to ensure 

that there is free and fair nomination because it is not their challenge, it is the challenge of the 

capacity alone. They need to have finances and man power. IEBC has been having enough 

personnel but let us see whether we have an office of registrar of political parties here. We only 

have offices of parties like UDA, Blue House for CCM but we are not concerned about that. 

Even now hon. Temporary Speaker, if you look at those who have registered in UDA, they are 

very many but they have not been uploaded from UDA to the registrar of Political Parties 

Registrar. Hon. Temporary Speaker, in the law, it is the list from registrar of political parties that 

will be used in the nomination and not the one from the party.  IEBC to has been in continuous 

voter registration but recently, they given some months to do mass registration but it failed to 

meet the target until it extended for another month and still failed to meet the target. How will 

the registrar of political parties now meet the target? 

I want to appreciate the fact that you allowed this House to iron the issue. This issue will not be 

finished here. I believe that our resolution here should be shared somewhere because it is even 

high time for somebody to go to court and challenge it.  

For the issue of USSD, if you look at *509#, and study it critically, it is only allowing one to 

resign and not to register into another political party. So, these people should have given us an 

enhanced USSD where you resign and get an opportunity to join another party. Hon. Temporary 

Speaker, once again I congratulate you for allowing this issue be discussed. This thing is not 

simple the way other people are seeing it. This is a serious issue that I believe we can even 
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decide as Bomet County Assembly to take it to court and we save the entire country. Otherwise, 

I wish to say this thing is not free and fair because we will be denying our people the 

constitutional right to choose their leaders. Thank you. 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): Thank you. Hon. Members, I think that is fair 

enough. There is a team that has been set up by the Clerk of the County Assembly to look at 

resignation procedures and as it turns, there is a screenshot that has been shared on the Assembly 

platforms where if you want to resign you give a notice to the office of the Registrar of Political 

Parties and such procedures might be in that contribution you will be making tomorrow in the 

Speaker’s Kamukunji to set the record straight. The USSD code has made it possible for you to 

check your status and for you to resign. When you use E-citizen, it takes 24 hours to resign but 

for USSD you resign instantly. This USSD is also free of charge.  

There is a court case pending, so we need not dwell in because it will be a Sub judice. 

Hon L. Kirui rises on a point of order 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): What is it hon. Leonard Kirui. 

Hon. L. Kirui: Thank you Hon. Temporary Speaker, I forgot to mention that one member from 

my Ward got that the USSD itself is not agreeing with the details of that person. There was 

mismatch of his names as registered in his identification card and those appearing on the SSD 

code. Those are some of the challenges and a lot of issues can be raised. Thank you. 

Hon. L. Ngeny rises on a point of order 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): What is your point of order Hon. Ngeny. 

Hon. L. Ngeny: There is something Hon. L. Kirui mentioned about the registrar of political 

parties that they do not have capacity. They are being given money from the exchequer and the 

allocation of the office of the registrar of political parties is 0.05% of the annual revenue 

collection in the country. So if there is a challenge, it is the challenge of use of lists and register 

which you have said it is already in the High Court. Thank you. 

Hon Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): We will continue in the next sitting over the same 

issue. Next order... 

STATEMENTS 
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Hon. R. Serbai rises on a point of order 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): What is it Hon. Serbai. 

Hon. R. Serbai: Mr. Temporary Speaker, during the last session, we had an ad  hoc committee 

that was established by this House and I was chairing it. Last week we were told that the County 

Public Service Board has never set any report. I would like Hon speaker the committee on 

Labour and Public Service to come up with this particular report immediately so that we can see 

the percentage that has been managed with that particular report. Thank you.  

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): House Business Committee to consider that. 

ADJOURNEMENT 

Hon. Temporary Speaker (Hon. W. Kirui): There being no other business, this House stands 

adjourned to today, 15th February 2022 at 2:30 p.m.  

House rose at 9:40 a.m 


